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556 Route 402, Hawley, PA 18428 
Phone (570) 226-8220 e-mail: pikecd@pikepa.org www.pikeconservation.org  

PIKE COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES 

Monday, May 18, 2026 

The Board of Directors meeting was also held via Teams Video Conference call.  
Information regarding the conference call was posted on the District website. 

ATTENDANCE:  

Directors: Scott Savini, Kelly Stagen, John Milliken, Ken Coutts, Jay Morrow 

Associate Directors: Paul Ranello, Al Kortze 

Staff: Tara Burnham, Lisa Dolci, Brandon Twomey, Matthew Williams, Emily Granville, Madelyn Garcia, Jason Pollits 

Cooperating Agency Representatives: Janet Creegan-DEP, Jen Matthews-NRCS, Jacob Oliver and Zach Rudd-PA Fish & 

Boat Commission 

Guests: None 

Directors/Associate Directors Absent: JoAnn Rose, Commissioner Ron Schmalzle, Tim Morey 

 

Scott Savini called the meeting to order at 9:02 am. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS/QUESTIONS AGENDA ITEMS: None 
 
ACTION ON MINUTES of April 20, 2026: Ken Coutts made a motion to approve the April 20, 2026, Board Meeting 

Minutes. John Milliken seconded. Motion carried.  

FINANCIAL REPORT: The quarterly reporting reimbursements are coming in. Some of the program allocations are still 
pending. There was program income from our Legislative Breakfast and miscellaneous income for a travel 
reimbursement. We made a payment to USGS for two quarters of billing for the water monitoring program. There were 
additional staff performance bonuses that have been paid to the County. Report filed, subject to audit.  
 
CORRESPONDENCE REPORT: Included is a copy of the Commissioners’ resolution for Conservation District Week and an 
email from Jill Whitcomb thanking Conservation Districts for the work they do.  
 
DISTRICT MANAGER REPORT: Emily assisted in running her first Envirothon, which was a huge lift and was a very 
successful event. She also ran a great Conservation District week social media campaign and held the first hike for the 
“Hikes in Pike” series this year. Even though it was a rainy day, there were 8 people who participated, out of the 30 
people who registered. Maddy worked on completing the watershed story map for the website and hosted her first 
Pocono Source Water Protection meeting. There has not been much engagement in the collaborative, but Maddy is 
going to try to get more interaction from the members.  
Matt successfully completed his 90-day probationary period and onboarding for his promotion as Head Resource 
Conservationist. He has done a great job transitioning into the role. Ellen continued onboarding Matt through to his 
completion of the probationary period. Ellen attended the AG Boot Camp training, which she said was one of the best 
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training courses she has attended while working at the District. Brandon closed out four complaint investigations. Jason 
assisted Emily and Maddy with the Spring Hike and conducted his first pre-construction meeting.  
Lisa has made significant progress in the kitchen remodel and ordered the new vehicle to replace the Subaru. I 
coordinated and led the interview for the District Engineer candidate and made a job offer. The candidate has accepted 
the position and will be starting on May 31, 2026. She will be attending the Chapter 102 Basic Training with the tech 
staff her first week. The County is doing an America 250 Parade on July 4. We will be in the parade and making the truck 
into a mini float for the parade. If any Board members would like to join us, we would love to have as many people 
represented from the District as we can. We received copies of the new Director handbooks from PACD. They are 
available online, but if anyone would like to borrow a hard copy to read, we have them here at the office. 
 
OLD BUSINESS/COMMITTEE REPORTS: None 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  
 
ACAP Vanderbeek Farms Contract Extension Request (vote) Tara Burnham, District Manager – The Vanderbeek Farms 
contract will end on June 30, 2026. They have requested an extension to September 30, 2026, due to the longer winter 
and prolonged frozen ground conditions and heavy rainfall, excavation was impractical. Staff recommend approving the 
contract extension. Ken Coutts made a motion to approve the contract extension for Vanderbeek Farms. Kelly Stagen 
seconded. Motion carried. 
 
Lacawac Sanctuary Request for Letter of Support (vote) Tara Burnham, District Manager – Lacawac Sanctuary is applying 
for funding through the National Environmental Education Foundation’s Veteran’s and Nature Grant program to support 
their “At Ease in Nature: Veterans Wellness & Outdoor Connection Program.” This program will assist veterans 
throughout Northeast PA with opportunities to participate in outdoor recreation, conservation stewardship, 
environmental education, citizen science, and wellness focused activities. Staff recommend approving the letter of 
support. Kelly Stagen made a motion to approve the letter of support. John Milliken seconded. Motion carried. 
 
PCCD Environmental Education Grants 2026 (vote)- Emily Granville, Communications Coordinator. Due to the increasing 
number of applications we are receiving each year, we would like to form a subcommittee of three Board members to 
review the grant applications, rank them, and submit a recommendation to the Board at the next meeting in June. The 
subcommittee members will be Kelly Stagen, Jay Morrow, and Paul Ranello. 
 
Water Quality Monitoring Program Updates- Madelyn Garcia, Watershed Specialist. The new watershed story map is up 
on the website highlighting the Groundwater Monitoring Program and Surface Water Monitoring Program. The story 
maps give a brief background about how water works in Pike County and how we work upstream and downstream and 
stewardship. There is also an interactive map that shows the different stream classifications, the different wetlands, and 
general information to review. The data used for the Surface Water Monitoring story maps span from 2008 to 2025. You 
are able to interact with the map and view different information for the Macro Invertebrate and Fish sampling data. The 
main goal of adding this feature to our website is to give the public a way to access the data we are collecting in an easy 
interactive way. This year the sampling program is more watershed focused. The goal is to offer specific programs to 
each township based on the sampling information collected in that area. 
 
Leadership Development Updates for Directors May Video- Tara Burnham, District Manager. The Board Development 
video series continues with a May installment that focuses on Act 217: the Conservation District Law. 
 
Cooperating Agency and Other Organization Reports:  

 

PACD-Tara for Kelly Stagen – The sheet included in the board packet has everything you need to know for this month. 
There are no additional updates beyond that. 
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NRCS-Jen Matthews – We have received our initial allocations and are writing contracts. The contracts are due at the 
end of June. More information will be provided at the next meeting for the types of funding that will be going out to the 
farmers. 
 
DEP-Janet Creegan – The Growing Greener Grant Round is now open through June 22, 2026. My partner who handles 
the southeast region has taken another position in a different region; therefore, I will be covering both the northeast 
and southeast regions. I would like to thank the District for including me in Envirothon this year. I was able to spend time 
with staff at recent mentor training.  
 
PA Fish & Boat Commission-Jacob Oliver – Boating season has begun. It is now Safe Boating Week; safety tips will be 
posted on our social media. Rattlesnakes will start coming out, so be aware. 
 
PUBLIC/PRESS QUESTIONS: None 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: There was an Executive Session held to discuss compliance matters at 9:35 am; no decisions were 
made. The meeting resumed at 9:54 am. 
  
ADJOURN: Ken Coutts made a motion to adjourn the Board of Directors Meeting. John Milliken seconded. Motion 
carried. The meeting adjourned at 9:56 am. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  

 

Lisa Dolci, Board Secretary   


