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556 Route 402, Hawley, PA 18428 
Phone (570) 226-8220 e-mail: pikecd@pikepa.org www.pikeconservation.org  

PIKE COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES 

Monday, March 16, 2026 

The Board of Directors meeting was also held via Teams Video Conference call.  
Information regarding the conference call was posted on the District website. 

ATTENDANCE:  

Directors: Scott Savini, Kelly Stagen, John Milliken, JoAnn Rose, Ken Coutts 

Associate Directors: Paul Ranello, Al Kortze, Tim Morey  

Staff: Tara Burnham, Lisa Dolci, Brandon Twomey, Matthew Williams, Emily Granville, Madelyn Garcia, Jason Pollits 

Cooperating Agency Representatives: Janet Creegan-DEP, Jen Matthews-NRCS 

Guests: None 

Directors/Associate Directors Absent:  Commissioner Ron Schmalzle, Jay Morrow 

 

Scott Savini called the meeting to order at 9:00 am. 

A moment of silence was held for Carole Jean Linkiewicz, who passed away recently. Carole was an Associate Director 

for the District since 2009. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS/QUESTIONS AGENDA ITEMS: None 
 
ACTION ON MINUTES of February 24, 2026: Kelly Stagen made a motion to approve the February 24, 2026 Board 

Meeting Minutes. Ken Coutts seconded. Motion carried.  

FINANCIAL REPORT: Included in the February income report is a significant service fee for a large project that came in. 
There was a percentage refunded due to the suspension of our PCSM delegation agreement, per the updated District 
fee schedule. We also received additional Envirothon donations. There were large expenses reported for the ACAP 
program. Two payments were sent to Egypt Valley Farm, one for the completion of their first project and an advance 
payment for the second project. A salary/benefits payment was made to the County for the 2025 District Engineer 
position. Report filed, subject to audit.  
 
CORRESPONDENCE REPORT: We received an email from Lance Spodek, a supervisor at Blooming Grove Township 
stating that our Municipal Lunch & Learn was very enjoyable and informative. 
 
DISTRICT MANAGER REPORT: Emily participated in training about ADA requirements for websites as she worked to 
finish our website remodel which is now live. She is continuing to work through the requirements to ensure our website 
is as compliant as possible. Emily also worked with staff to develop the slides for the Municipal Lunch & Learn PCCD staff 
presentations. Maddy has been working with our partners at the National Park Service and PA American Water to obtain 
proper permitting and sampling approval for our groundwater monitoring program. Maddy has also been working on 
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updating our records and completing file organization, and she developed the website storymaps for both ACAP and 
DGLVR on our updated website. Matt completed training to perform NPDES completeness reviews and conducted 3 of 
them while working through his onboarding process and learning the Head Resource Conservationist responsibilities. 
Ellen worked with staff to develop content for the Municipal Lunch & Learn PCCD staff presentations, which she 
presented, and continued helping Matt with his training. Brandon helped review the content for the Resource Library for 
the updated website. Jason was the primary inspector for a site for the first time. Lisa worked on hiring and coordinating 
work for an exterminator to address the long-standing rodent issue in the office and continued to work on estimates for 
the budgeted kitchen remodel this year. I have been continuing efforts to fill the vacant District Engineer position. Emily 
is scheduling a podcast to interview the board members. Please let her know if you are available to come in and answer 
a few questions for our first podcast of 2026.  
 
OLD BUSINESS/COMMITTEE REPORTS: None 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  
Carole Jean Linkiewicz Memorial- Tara Burnham, District Manager. To honor the passing of our distinguished Associate 
Director who was a member of the board since 2009, the District has made a donation to plant a thicket of 10 trees in 
her honor per the memorial service set up by her loved ones through the Arbor Day Foundation. 
 
PCCD Fee Schedule for Services Updates- Tara Burnham, District Manager. DEP has instructed Districts to change the 
“Plan Review/Permit Service Fee” to just “Service Fee” because of the SPEED program. This wording more appropriately 
reflects what we are collecting fees for. Staff recommend approving the change. Kelly Stagen made a motion to approve 
the change to “Service Fee.” John MIlliken seconded. Motion carried. 
 
Pennsylvania Environmental Council Request for Letter of Support (vote)- Tara Burnham, District Manager. Late on 
Friday, we received a request for a letter of support from the PA Organization for Watershed and Rivers (POWR) for a 
grant project request: Direct Capacity Building and Technical Assistance to Community-based Partners for Habitat 
Improvement, Community Engagement, and Recreation Access. Last year they applied for this grant and we provided a 
letter of support for them. They did not end up receiving the grant last year and are re-applying for the grant again this 
year. Ken Coutts made a motion to approve the letter of support. Kelly Stagen seconded. Motion carried.  
 
Leadership Development Updates for Directors March Video- Tara Burnham, District Manager. The 2026 March video 
focused on the “History of the Conservation movement.” 
 
Website Remodel Demo- Emily Granville, Communications Coordinator. Emily conducted a demonstration of the new 
website and went through the new pages and features that were added to make the use of the website more accessible 
and user friendly.  
 
Cooperating Agency and Other Organization Reports:  

PACD-Kelly Stagen – PACD will be holding an informational session on PACD bylaw changes that will potentially take 

place. I will let you know what is said in that meeting. The Northeast regional meeting will take place on April 30, 2026 at 

the PCCD building. Lebanon County has submitted a proposed policy for consideration; they would like to require testing 

of biosolids for PFA’s, PFO’s, and other forever chemicals. The vote for this proposed policy will take place at the 

summer meeting. The main topic being discussed is the governor’s budget for 2027. They are going to hearings and 

listening to what is being discussed. 

 
NRCS-Jen Matthews – The local annual work group meeting is this Wednesday. If anyone is interested in attending, 
please call the office.  
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DEP-Janet Creegan – There is an Agriculture Inspection Training coming up in April at Monroe County Conservation 
District. This session will review regulatory requirements and procedures related to conducting agricultural inspections, 
completing an inspection report, and performing follow-up activities. You can register on Clean Water Academy. 
Volunteers are still needed for this year’s Envirothon for the oral component and station testing day. Registration is 
available through the Envirothon website. There are some upcoming DGLVR trainings in March and April for ESM 
Training, Technical Boot Camp, and Financial Training, details and registration on the Dirt and Gravel website. There will 
be E&S training for Chapter 102 staff on June 17, 2026, you can sign up on Clean Water Academy. The Leadership 
Development’s Director Back to Basics workshop will be held at Monroe County on March 24, 2026. Monroe will also be 
hosting a water quality survey training for Watershed Specialist on April 27, 2026. 
 
Trout Unlimited, Paul Ranello- The Pike/Wayne Trout Unlimited Chapter is planning a meeting with Brookfield. There is 
word that they are no longer willing to abide by the settlement agreement from 2004. Last year they did not provide 
enough water to relieve the high temperatures in the river. The fish and macroinvertebrate levels are down, and it is 
effecting the health and flow of the rivers. Scott Savini asked Paul to provide an update on this meeting at our next 
Board meeting. 
 
PUBLIC/PRESS QUESTIONS: None 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: None 
  
ADJOURN: Kelly Stagen made a motion to adjourn the Board of Directors Meeting. John Milliken seconded. Motion 
carried. The meeting adjourned at 9:55 am.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  

Lisa Dolci, Board Secretary   


