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Mission Statement
Pike County Conservation District (PCCD) is committed to the long-term protection and
sustainable use of Pike County's natural resources. We accomplish this through
partnership, education, technical assistance, planning, enforcement, and leadership.
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From the Chairman
On the year in conservation…
Over the past year, the Pike County Conservation District has grown
and found ways to provide guidance, technical assistance, and
deliver education and outreach to a changing community. In this
report, you will find numerous ways our board and staff team have
risen to the challenge by expanding our partnerships, finding new
ways to reach audiences, and working with our partners on
communicating the importance of the natural resources of Pike
County.
I’d like to first thank my fellow Board members on a job well done
this past year. We have an exceptional Board of Directors who are
engaged, both within the District and with groups throughout the
community. Many of them have roles beyond the District that
provide volunteer hours to groups, such as Trout Unlimited, the
Wallenpaupack School Board of Directors, Palmyra Township, and
the Lackawaxen River Conservancy. We are proud to say one of our
Board Directors, Kelly Stagen became the President of the
Pennsylvania Association of Conservation Districts in this past year.
We share our excitement and pride in what she can offer the rest of
the state and that which she has brought to our Board. Kelly is a
tremendous asset to our community. We have also welcomed a new
Associate Director, Jim Andre, who comes to the District with
enthusiasm and passion for our watersheds. On behalf of the Board,
I’d also like to thank the Pike County Commissioners for their
support and guidance in these ever-changing times. Their dedication
to work of the District and the natural resources of the county is to
be commended.
This past year our staff have had some extraordinary challenges
with some staff members moving on to new opportunities and a long
-time staff member, Kelly Rodemich, passing in July. But through
these changes, our professional team finds ways to get the job done
with dignity and confidence. Leading the team is Executive Director,
Michele Long, who has been with the District for 18 years. In
January, Ellen Enslin, also with the District for 18 years, became our
Program Manager and, with her years of experience has
reinvigorated the Pocono Source Water Collaborative to be a
thriving partnership for groundwater protection. Jeremy Oettinger
was promoted to a Grade 2 Resource Conservationist in June and
worked closely with engineers and contractors on a number of
PennDOT road maintenance projects throughout Pike County.
Communications Coordinator Devan George took to the road this Annual Report
year with our “On the Road” and “Science on Tap” projects
broadening our audiences in new and creative ways. Resource
Conservationist Marianna Quartararo had a number of challenging
delegated program projects this year but with her 10 years of
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experience continues to provide sound technical assistance
and guidance. We also welcome our new staff team members,
Watershed Specialist Rachael Marques and Administrative
Assistant Lisa Dolci who joined the team in September and
October, respectively. Both have great enthusiasm for the
work of the District, and we look forward to seeing how they
can contribute to the mission.
Looking into 2022, we have developed a comprehensive
Action Plan which stems from our Strategic Plan which was
developed in 2020. This plan provides some exciting new
partnerships to explore, and we look forward to 2022 with
excitement and pride.

Scott F. Savini
Board Chairman
Pike County Conservation District

Board of Directors
Scott Savini, Chairman
John Milliken, Vice Chairman
Ronald Schmalzle, Commissioner Member
Jay Morrow, Treasurer
Ken Coutts
Michael Spencer
Kelly Stagen

Associate Board Members
Carol Linkiewicz
Paul Ranello
Jim Andre
JoAnn Rose

2021 Pike County Commissioners
Matthew Osterberg, Chairman
Ronald Schmalzle, Vice Chairman
Steve Guccini
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District Board Updates
Kelly Stagen Elected
PACD President
In August of 2021, Kelly
Stagen was elected President
of the Pennsylvania
Association of Conservation
Districts (PACD) . Kelly has
been a board director for
PCCD since 2017. She
served as the First Vice
President and Secretary of
the PACD, prior to being
elected President. Stagen
says of the new position: “I
look forward to moving the
association forward and to
supporting the important work
of environmental education
that districts provide across
the state.”

PCCD Welcomes
New Board Member
Jim Andre was sworn into the
Pike County Conservation
District Board of Directors in
June 2022. He spent 42 years
as Director of Customer
Service and sales manager for
a construction company before
retiring in 2020. Besides being
on the BOD of PCCD, he’s a
Penn State Extension Master
Watershed Steward and
serves on the Delaware
Township Planning
Commission. Jim sat on the
Board of Directors for private
businesses, The United Way,
and The Red Cross.
2021 Annual Report
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District Staff

Michele Long

Ellen Enslin

Jeremy Oettinger

Devan George

Executive
Director

CPESC,
Program Manager

Resource Conservationist
Grade Two

Communications
Coordinator

Marianna Quartararo
Resource Conservationist Grade Two
(not pictured)

Rachael Marques (left) joined the District staff in
August 2021 as the Watershed Specialist. Rachael
holds a B.S. in Organismal Biology/Ecology from
Kutztown University.

Rachael Marques
Watershed Specialist

Lisa Dolci (right) came to the District in October
2021. A transplant from the New Jersey Area, Lisa
has been a part of the Hawley community since
2011. She comes to the District with over 20 years
of experience, much of it in Pike County.

Lisa Dolci
Administrative Assistant

Kelly Rodemich
Our Colleague and Friend
In 2021, PCCD lost coworker and dear friend, Kelly Rodemich. Kelly was
with the District for 10 years as our Program Assistant and was the first
voice you heard when calling the office. She has been greatly missed by
the board and staff.
She often used the phrase “we keep the brown out of the wet” when
explaining to customers in non-technical terms what we do here to protect
Pike County’s clean water and keep it free of soil and sedimentation.
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Official
Designation
On August 18, 2021, the
Pike County
Commissioners honored
the Conservation District at
their monthly meeting. The
District was recognized for
65 years of conservation.
Commissioner Schmalzle
started the meeting by
recognizing the District,
and the work done over the
last 65 years to protect and
preserve Pike County's
natural resources. Michele
Long, executive director of
the District spoke, thanking
the Commissioners for their
support and recognizing
the board and staff for
exemplary service.

Pike County Conservation
District’s 65th Anniversary
On June 18th of this year, the Pike County Conservation District
turned 65 years old. PCCD held a luncheon and received a
special designation to mark this milestone.
The Pike County Conservation District was organized by Resolution of the
Pike County Commissioners on June 18, 1956. The goals of the District, as
defined in the Resolution, were “to provide for the conservation of the soil and
water resources of Pike County and for the control and preservation of soil
erosion and thereby to preserve natural resources.” The organizational
meeting of the Pike County Soil Conservation District was held on March 4,
1957, and the first meeting of the District was held April 11, 1957. Early
efforts of the District included working with our Conservation partner USDA
Soil Conservation Service (SCS), now USDA Natural Resources Conservation
Service, to assist farmers and landowners with conservation planning. The
District also assisted landowners with soil survey information and tree
plantings.

PCCD Board of Directors and Staff attending the 65th Anniversary Luncheon at Grey Towers

(left to right) Michele Long, PCCD
Executive Director, Jim Andre,
PCCD Board member and
Commissioner Ronald Schmalzle
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In recent years, the District has been instrumental in collecting data to protect
our local waterways, has worked closely with the regulated community to
incorporate environmental protections into projects within the county, and
collaborated with many partners to provide educational opportunities to
residents and visitors. These combined efforts have contributed toAnnual
protection
Report
of the county’s High Quality or Exceptional Value watersheds even while Pike
County continues to be one of the fastest growing counties in
Pennsylvania. The District strives to play a leadership role in the protection
and conservation of our water resources through education and monitoring
efforts.
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Nominating Process
The Pike County Conservation District uses a nominating process
to appoint new members to the Board of Directors. The Board is
made up of volunteers, joined by a common goal of environmental
conservation.

Nominating organizations provide a vital link between various
community groups and the Conservation District. This is especially
important given the public's increased concern for environmental issues.
Nominating organizations have the opportunity to nominate individuals
for the Board of Directors of the Pike County Conservation District.
These nominated individuals, who are unpaid volunteers, can become
District Directors or Associate Directors. Directors shape critical
decisions about how Pike County manages our community’s natural
assets - soils, forests and woodlands, lakes and wetlands, rivers and
streams, and drinking water supplies. Volunteering as a Director or an
Associate Director can be a great way to give back to your community
and be a part of protecting the natural resources of your area.

Thank You!
Nominating organizations
recommend individuals as
Directors or Associate
Directors
of the Conservation District.
We thank all of our nominating
organizations who participate
in this important process!

For more information on
nominating organizations,
please contact the District:
570-226-8220 or
pikecd@pikepa.org

Nominating
Organizations
Delaware Highlands
Conservancy
Gifford Pinchot Audubon
Society
Hemlock Farms
Conservancy
Milford Garden Club
Northeast PA Audubon
Society
Pike County Penn State
Extension
Wayne/Pike Building
Industry Association
Pike County Planning
Commission
Pike County Federation of
Sportsmen’s Clubs
Pike/Wayne Chapter Trout
Unlimited
Wayne/Pike Farm Bureau
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Board of Directors Policies and Support
In 2021 the Pike County Conservation District Board worked on a number of policy
developments. In keeping up with the changing CDC guidance, the Board continually
updated the Continuity of Operation Plan to make sure staff were safe and
operations ran smoothly. The Board also updated the Financial Accounts, Policies
and Procedures policy to set in place guidelines to accept electronic payments which
will be implemented in 2022. There was also an update of the Grant Assistance and
Administration policy.
The Board annually reviews the Staff Classification System policy which was first
implemented in 2013. The policy was developed as part of the District Board initiative
to develop a strategy to retain experienced staff. By working with the Pike County
Commissioners and utilizing the Act 13 Marcellus Legacy Funds, this policy has
provided guidance and benchmarks for staff development and training.
Board and staff met with Senator Lisa Baker, Representative Rosemary Brown and
Representative Micheal Peifer in February via Zoom. We discussed the Chapter
102/105 E-permitting updates from DEP which will expedite the permitting process for
the regulated community, State budget developments, and legislation that could impact
District programs and Pike County natural resources.
This year, the PA Education Science Standards were updated, and available for public
comment. PCCD sent a letter to the Pennsylvania Department of Education strongly
recommending that the Department of Education address the omission “environment,
ecology and agriculture” for some age groups. We requested, along with a number of
other conservation districts, adding a fifth domain for “Environment, Ecology, and
Agriculture” which would explicitly guide teachers through performance expectations
(PEs) and disciplinary core ideas (DCIs) specifically related to environment, ecology,
and agricultural issues at the secondary level. The omissions remained in the updated
standards.
The District provided a letter of support to the Pennsylvania Association of
Conservation Districts (PACD) for their application for DCNR Riparian Forest
Buffer Grant to provide sub-grants to Pennsylvania’s county conservation districts.
This grant would help support landowners in their efforts to maintain and manage the
critical Pike County resource of over 4,500 contiguous acres of forested headwaters.
Staff are identifying areas in the county to utilize this funding source.
A letter of support was also provided to the Pike County Commissioners in their
grant application to PA DCNR to update the Pike County Open Space, Greenways,
and Recreation Plan. The District has worked closely with the Pike County Office of
Community Planning and partners on the implementation of the previous plan but there
is much work to accomplish. This grant was awarded and we hope to work with the
Pike County Office of Community Planning office in the development of the plan in
2022.
District staff worked with the Pike County Office of Community Planning Annual
on theReport
update of the Hazard Mitigation Plan. The plan is being developed with input by
community partners and municipal officials. The District has identified Stormwater and
Source water protection as issues of concern to be included into the plan. The draft of
the plan will be out for public comment in the spring of 2022.
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Dirt, Gravel, and Low Volume Roads Program
The focus of the Dirt, Gravel, and Low Volume Road (DGLVR) Maintenance Program
is promotion of Environmentally Sensitive Road Maintenance Practices that reduce
the impact of road runoff and sediment to local streams while reducing long-term
road maintenance costs.
In 2021, the District completed two projects and awarded three grants, one for a Low Volume Road
Project and two for Dirt and Gravel Road Projects all in Palmyra Township.
Ranch Road, a Dirt and Gravel road project owned by the Department of Conservation and Natural
Resources (DCNR) in Blooming Grove Township, was completed in May 2021. Prior to completion
of the project, Ranch Road experienced many stormwater related issues that contributed
to sediment pollution to nearby wetlands. A complete lack of road base resulted in deep tire track
ruts that exposed soil and caused significant ponding of water during stormwater events, particularly
in areas adjacent to wetlands. To address these issues, several improvements were made including
the addition of 3,330 tons of road fill, 4,106 square yards of geotextile separation fabric, and 1,753
square yards of French Mattress constructed over approximately 3,800 feet of road.
Whittaker Farm Road, a Dirt and Gravel road project in Porter Township, was completed in July
2021. This section of road was experiencing significant erosion due poor road shape, blocked culvert
pipes, lack of ditches, and off right-of-way stormwater being directed towards the road from a utility
line crossing. Several Environmentally Sensitive Road Maintenance Practices were implemented
including installation of three Turn Outs, three new culvert pipes, three culvert pipe replacements,
and the establishment of wide shallow ditches to accommodate stormwater runoff and direct it to
stable outlet points along the road. Road surface improvements were also completed.
Quality Assurance Quality Control (QAQC) The District also completed the Round 4 Quality
Assurance Quality Control (QAQC) process in 2021. The QAQC is a process completed
by representatives of the State Conservation Commission with assistance from Center for Dirt and
Gravel Road Studies staff to evaluate the District’s implementation of the Program in three major
areas: Financial, Administration and Functionality, and Projects. The District
received an evaluation rating of exceeding expectations in all categories. The next QAQC will be
completed in 2024.
District staff and Board members continue to work with representatives from PA Fish and Boat
Commission and the Natural Resource Conservation Service. Both organization sit on Pike County’s
Quality Assurance Board. This board prioritizes submitted DGLVR applications.

Apply for
Funds
The District is
currently accepting
applications for
future Dirt, Gravel,
and Low Volume
Road Projects.
Any state or local
public entity that
owns and
maintains public
roads is eligible to
apply for Program
funding. If you
have questions
regarding the
Program or
whether or not your
road would be
eligible for funding,
please contact the
District for
assistance.

Whittaker Farm Road, Porter Township

Before
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After
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Westfall Site Brewery construction

Bushkill Falls Parking Improvements infiltration basin

Erosion and Sedimentation Control
Pike County Conservation District continued to work with the PA Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP) throughout 2021 to implement state resource
conservation programs delegated to the District by DEP within Pike County.
The District has delegated responsibilities for administering portions of the National Pollutant
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit program for stormwater discharges
associated with construction activities. The NPDES program is a federal program from the
Environmental Protection Agency that regulates discharges of pollutants through a point
source into the waters of the United States. Construction stormwater discharges are
managed at the state level under PA Code, Title 25: Environmental Protection, Chapter 102:
Erosion and Sediment Control.
NPDES permits are required for projects that have 1 acre or more of earth disturbance over
the life of the project or are part of a common plan of development. Erosion and sediment
control permits are required for activities associated with road maintenance or timber
harvesting activities that have 25 acres or more of earth disturbance. An erosion and
sediment control (E&S) plan and post construction stormwater management (PCSM) plan are
required for all NPDES permits. District staff review E&S plans while the Department of
Environmental Protection reviews the PCSM plan for permit applications.
In addition to reviewing plans to determine regulatory compliance, District staff inspect
NPDES permitted sites to ensure E&S and PCSM plans are being properly implemented.
District staff will respond to complaints regarding earth disturbance activities and provide
Annual Report
technical assistance to potential permit holders.
In 2021, the Department of Environmental Protection released an electronic permitting
system for general and individual NPDES permits. District staff have not yet processed an
electronic NPDES permit, but have been attending trainings and continue to provide on-going
feedback on the new e-permitting system.
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Waterways Management
The Pike County Conservation District works with the
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) to provide
technical assistance and oversight to residents and businesses
that are planning to complete work in and around waterways.
Activities that change the current cross section of a stream or
waterway or that encroach into the floodway of a water body can
impact aquatic life, habitats adjacent to water bodies, or cause
flooding resulting in property damage. Planning for properly
addressing and minimizing these potential impacts is important
whenever work in and around streams and waterways are
proposed.
The District handles Chapter 105 (Waterways Management)
General Permits, which authorize certain types of work in and
along waterways including: Fish Habitat Enhancement; Small
Docks & Boat Ramps; Bank Stabilization; Utility Line or Minor
Road or Trail Crossings of streams or wetlands.
In 2021, 25 PA. Code Chapter 105 relating to Dam Safety and
Waterway Management had several revisions/clarifications
proposed and opened them to public comment. The Ch 105
regulations have not been substantially revised since 1991. The
District provided comment on the proposed revisions/
clarifications
Updates and changes continue to be made to Chapter 105 epermitting to facilitate ease of use for applicants and reviewers.

2021 Delegated
Program Stats
E&S Control and NPDES
Chapter 102
Technical Assistance
Provided - 459

Initial Plan Reviews - 37
Follow-up Plan Reviews– 13
Site Inspections - 126
Project Acres - 747
Total Acres Disturbed - 372
Complaints Investigated - 45
Individual/General Permits - 7
Combined Staff Hours - 4497
Waterways Management
Chapter 105
Technical Assistance
Provided - 192
Permit Acknowledgments - 20
Complaints Investigated - 17
Combined Staff Hours - 782

Wetland and stream crossing using timber mats
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Surface Water Monitoring
Macroinvertebrate and Fish Sampling
Pike County Conservation District (PCCD) has been
monitoring the quality of the surface waters within the
county since the 1990s. All streams within Pike County are
rated as either “high-quality” or “exceptional value,” Which
means they are among the best quality streams in
Pennsylvania. Because of this, it is important we monitor
our streams closely in order to notice any changes in
quality and work to protect the streams for the residents of
the county for years to come.
PCCD monitors the quality of the streams by sampling
macroinvertebrates in about forty streams throughout the
county and, with the help of Aquatic Resources Consulting
Inc., sampling fish species in those streams. This sampling
is done on a rotational basis, every three years for
macroinvertebrates and every five years for fish. The
district also collects water chemistry measurements such
as dissolved oxygen, conductivity, temperature, and
pH with every sampling. Additionally, PCCD completes a
visual assessment of the stream sites in accordance with
PA DEP protocol. This data combined gives us
a great picture of stream health and quality in the county!
Macroinvertebrates are small, spineless creatures that are
well-known indicators of water quality as they can be very
sensitive to environmental changes and pollutants. This
year, eighteen macroinvertebrate sites throughout the
county were sampled. Over 60 types of macroinvertebrates
were found in this year’s study. The sensitivity of the
species collected ranges from some with no pollution
Annual Report
tolerance to some of the most tolerant species. There
were multiple species of stoneflies, which are among some
of the most sensitive macroinvertebrates.
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Groundwater
Assessment

Pictured above: Don Baylor of Aquatic Resource Consultants and
Rachael Marques, PCCD Watershed Specialist

In the 2021 sampling season, five sites were sampled for fish. Two
sites on Saw Creek were sampled as well as sites on Dwarfskill,
Shohola, and Pond Eddy creeks. Twelve different species of fish
were found between the five sites. Fish are also known
to be another indicator of stream characteristics and quality. Trout
species have specific habitat needs and are important to many of
the anglers in our area. Two of the sites, Saw Creek and Pond
Eddy Creek, had Brown Trout present. The Pond Eddy
Creek site also had young-of-year (YOY) Brown Trout present
which are an indicator of trout reproduction in the area.

In 2007, the U.S.
Geological Survey
(USGS), with
the assistance of Pike
County Conservation
District (PCCD), establish
ed a groundwater
monitoring network for
Pike County. With this
program, there is over
10 years of water level
data for Pike County
which can be used to
observe groundwater tren
ds as well as make
informed decisions about
water resource
management in the
county. This year, PCCD
continued to collect water
level measurements
at 21 wells throughout
the county on a
monthly basis. This data,
as well as the longterm data and charts, is
publicly available
here: USGS -Groundwater Watch .

Blacknose Dace
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Legislative Breakfast
The Pike/Wayne Conservation Partnership hosted its annual Legislative Breakfast in
July at the pavilion at Lock 31 between Hawley and Honesdale. The event is an
opportunity to meet with state and federal elected officials about conservation
issues and their fiscal importance to our region.
The Pike/Wayne Conservation Partnership is an alliance of government, non-government,
non-profit and grass roots organizations. Since 2004, it has worked in unison with shared
goals of natural resource conservation, sustainable communities and citizen involvement in
community planning.
The Partnership meets regularly to discuss and
share information on important environmental
issues that impact our natural resources. This
collaboration has helped members to develop a
better understanding of each other’s roles in
protecting and preserving the natural resources
within the region. The District highlighted the
Source Water Protection Collaborative program
which was presented by Program Manager, Ellen
Enslin.

Raul Ranello (Left) and Ellen Enslin (right) presenting PCCD’s legislative poster

The breakfast included presentations by five of the other partnership organizations. The
Wayne County Historical Society provided information on the Lockhouse and tours of the
property, which highlights the beauty of the Lackawaxen River and Trail system. Many of the
Legislators and attendees were given a guided nature walk around the property and river trail.

Annual Report
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Pocono Source Water Protection
In June and September 2021, the Pike County Conservation District
hosted meetings to reinvigorate the Pocono Source Water Protection
Collaborative (PSWPC). Formed in 2013 under a Water Resources
Education Network Grant from the League of Women Voters,
the PSWPC was formed to help maintain the excellent drinking water
quality of Northeast Pennsylvania. The District coordinates the
Collaborative which is composed of private and community associations,
agency representatives, water operators and community drinking water
system owners.
One focus of the group is supporting community water systems in their
drinking water protection efforts, such as developing a source water
protection plan. Source water protection plans involve discovering the
water supply’s drinking water sources and potential sources of
contamination and developing emergency plans in the event of a spill or
accident that may threaten those sources. In 2021, the District staff
participated in two steering committees to develop source water protection
plans for two drinking water sources in Pike County. In the
future, PSWPC hopes to extend the participation of community water
suppliers by highlighting the benefits and opportunities of working
together.
Other group goals include:
• Sharing ideas and lessons learned within the collaboration
• Establishing a streamlined approach for spill notification to system
operators
• Source Water protection education
• Promote Source Water Protection Plan development

2021 Annual Report
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Sponsors
Each year Pike and Wayne
Conservation Districts seek
financial contributions to
support Envirothon. 2021
sponsors included:
Alice’s Wonderland
Brookfield Renewable
Creamworks Creamery
Davis R. Chant Realtors
Dirlam Bros. Lumber
Company
Dutch's Market
Dyberry Sand & Gravel Co.
Elegante’s Restaurant &
Pizzeria
The Hideout Property
Owner’s Association

Honesdale Farm & Garden
Nature’s Grace Health Foods
New Wave, Inc.
Northern Tier Hardwood
Association
Pennsylvania Trappers
Association District 9
Professional Forest Industry
Association
REMAX/Wayne

Wallenpaupack Veterinary
Clinic
Woodloch Pines Resort
Additional funding was
provided by the Pennsylvania
Envirothon Inc. through its
education grant with the
Pennsylvania Department of
Environmental Protection
Environmental Education
Fund.
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The Earthlings from Honesdale High School placed 1st in the 2021 Pike/Wayne Envirothon.

Envirothon 2021
The Earthlings from Honesdale High School were the overall
winners of the 2021 Pike/Wayne Envirothon held Thursday,
April 15 virtually, on Zoom. Second place went to The Bad
Birches from Wallenpaupack Area High School.
Both teams competed at the State
Envirothon event also held virtually this
year in May 2021.

Issue which was “Water Resource
Management: Local Control and Local
Solutions.”

Envirothon is a one-day educational
competition designed to test the
knowledge, skills and problem solving
capabilities of high school students
regarding our earth’s natural resources.
The 2021 local event, coordinated by the
Pike and Wayne County Conservation
Districts, included teams from Canaan
Christian Academy, Honesdale, and
Western Wayne high schools in Wayne
County; and Delaware Valley and
Wallenpaupack high schools, in Pike
County. Due to the Covid policies at the
participating schools, the 2021
Envirothon took place virtually.

The Wallenpaupack team, The Bad
Birches came in 2nd place overall in the
2021 Envirothon. They were the top
scoring team for Pike County and
represented the county at the state level
competition.

Each five-member team competed by
applying their knowledge and problemsolving skills in subject areas that
included: Aquatic Ecology, Forestry,
Soils/Land Use, Wildlife, and a Current

Annual Report

The Bad Birches from Wallenpaupack Area High
School placed 2nd overall and 1st in Pike County at the Pike/Wayne Envirothon.
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Educational Opportunities
Throughout the year, Pike County Conservation District provided conservation
education for a variety of audiences.
•

In April, the PCCD staff and board members
(pictured below) participated in the “Adopt-aHighway Clean Up” on Route 402, as part of the
Great American Clean-up of Pennsylvania.

•

In October, the District was asked to speak at
PennDOT’s annual Safety training day and the
Grand Opening of the new Pennsylvania
Department of Transportation Complex. Ellen
Enslin spoke on erosion and sediment control and
Devan George spoke on spotted lanternfly.

•

•

In February, PCCD worked with the Lackawaxen
River Conservancy to hold a Knotweed
Eradication Education Webinar. The webinar
featured Vincent Cotrone from Penn State
Extension and educated Pike county residents on
how to get rid of their Japanese Knotweed.
District staff attended the Pike County Township
Supervisors Annual meeting to provide updates
on District programs and services. District
Executive Director also discussed DEP guidance
provided in relation to Common plan of
development and NPDES permitting.

2021 Annual Report

•

At the beginning of 2021, The Lake Wallenpaupack
Watershed Management District (LWWMD) applied
for a Growing Greener Grant to implement a Dirt,
Gravel, and Low Volume Road Program for
community associations within the Lake
Wallenpaupack Watershed. PCCD submitted a
letter of support for this grant, contributing
technical assistance and planning in staff time to
help the grant project progress.

•

In March, Pike and Monroe County Conservation
Districts co-sponsored a 2021 Contractor’s
Workshop. Staff presented on Erosion and
Sediment Control, planning, and best management
practices.

•

In January, Garrett Beers DCNR Service Forester
hosted a webinar for PCCD titled What’s Wrong
with My Tree? This webinar covered the top
issues home and property owners see in the
ornamental trees in their yards.

•

In May, PCCD co-sponsored an NPDES Virtual
Workshop for engineers with the Monroe County
Conservation District. Topics covered NPDES
permit updates and things to look for when
submitting permits for projects.
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On the Road 2022
This coming year, Devan
will be hitting the road
again, with a new
learning opportunity for
Pike County! The
program will feature the
District’s groundwater
model. The display uses
an electric pump to
power the demonstration
of how water moves
through the ground.
This will include
information on drinking
water, wells, and ways
that we can all prevent
non point source
pollution in our
underground systems.
These systems include
septic, wells, and
ornamental water
features. Almost 100% of
the drinking water in Pike
County comes from
groundwater, and all
residents can benefit
from the information
provided in On the Road
2022.
If you are interested in
sharing this information
with a group or
community reach out to
the Devan George,
Communications
Coordinator at
dgeorge@pikepa.org
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On the Road Series
In an effort to bring conservation education directly to residents in
their communities and gathering places, PCCD Communications
Coordinator, Devan George took the Enviroscape out on the road!
The Enviroscape is an educational tool owned by the District, (pictured below)
that teaches the basic principals of surface water run off, the water cycle, and
non-point source pollution. This display is interactive allowing the audience to
choose which non-point source pollution aspect they would like to learn.
In the summer of 2021, Devan brought the Enviroscape to fairs, senior centers,
libraries, festivals, and other gathering places. The Enviroscape worked well in
both seminar and booth settings, providing visual examples of one or many
non-point source pollution examples. It is also a fun, visual representation of
surface water run off that audiences of all ages found delight in.

According to a Pike
County resident that
attended one of the
events, “I have always
heard about erosion
and sediment, but I
could never really
picture what that meant
until now.”

Annual Report
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Spotted Lanternfly
Spotted Lanternfly was officially sighted in Pike County in
2021, making it an impending threat to much of the plant
life in the county. To combat this threat, the District worked
with Penn State Extension to bring a Spotted Lanternfly
educational program to residents.
Spotted Lanternfly is an invasive insect species that entered the
United States in 2014. Since its introduction, this pest has spread
rapidly, feeding on over 70 species of plant and
tree, and it is able to proliferate quickly. It has
the potential to impact several industries in
NEPA, including forestry, agriculture, and
tourism.
This educational program, held at the Dingman
Township fire hall in February, complimented
the educational efforts the District has had
throughout 2021 in the newsletters and social
media. The seminar was an opportunity to
teach residents how they can each make a
contribution to the control of Spotted Lanternfly.
They learned what to look for, how to trap
instars, and squish adults to protect plants on
their property and communities.

Leaf Pack Network Introduction
Watershed Specialist launches a new
educational program for teachers and
environmental educators
The Leaf Pack Network program, through Stroud
Water Resource Center, is a citizen science
project that can educate students on water quality
and macroinvertebrates.
PCCD’s introduction program began with a
webinar for educators featuring Tara Muenz, the
Global Coordinator of the Leaf Pack Network. This
webinar broke the entire program down and
allowed educators to ask questions about how to
implement the program at their own schools.
After this webinar, PCCD’s watershed specialist
who set up her own leaf pack site and filmed it. This provided a guided, in person example of what
a leaf pack education program can look like. Leaf packs, gathered leaves bound in a mesh bag,
were labeled with water proof paper and staked into a local creek. This pack provides perfect
habitat for macroinvertebrates, so when the packs are pulled from the water several weeks after
staking, they will be full of macroinvertebrates. Once they are pulled from the creek, the macros
can be identified to determine the water quality of the creek.
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2021 Action Plan

What is a
Conservation
District?
The Pike County Conservation
District is a legal subdivision of
state government established
under Pennsylvania’s
Conservation District Law (Act
217).
The District is responsible for
conservation work within the
county’s boundaries. This
includes conservation of soil,
water and other natural
resources. The District was
established in 1956 by the
Pike County Commissioners.
The District has worked
throughout its history to
conserve soil, water and other
natural resources.
The District is governed by a
volunteer Board of Directors.
Members make policy
decisions, plan programs, and
coordinate efforts of other
agencies in providing
conservation assistance in
Pike County. District staff
expertise includes: natural
resource conservation,
watershed protection, grant
writing, education, outreach,
and program administration.

The Pike County Conservation District Board of Directors, at its January 2021 meeting, adopted the 2021 Action Plan. This plan is developed by reviewing the 2020
Strategic Plan and identifying priorities. Below are some of the items that were completed from the 2021 plan.
•

Provided comments to the PA Department of Environmental Protection on guidance documents including a new PAG-01 NPDES permit for small projects, the
draft Chapter 105 regulations update, and road maintenance and timber harvest
fact sheets developed by DEP as guidance documents.

•

Provided regular communications to the regulated community on delegated
Chapter 102 and Chapter 105 programs including E-permitting updates.

•

Provided regular updates on the invasive species to the community via a monthly
E-newsletter and programming on the Spotted Lanternfly, Harmful Algal Blooms
and Japanese Knotweed.

•

Reinvigorated the Pocono Source water Collaborative by reaching out to new
partners, developed a dialogue on source water protection efforts in the county,
and developed programming and education targeted to source water protection.

•

Continue to improve communications and coordination of permitting and the
review process with municipalities, DEP, and other cooperating agencies.

•

Ongoing communications with our local, state, and federal legislators on
legislation impacting Pike County’s natural resources.

•

Develop specific and focused education outreach plan for 2021 that includes
identified tasks in Strategic Plan through various platforms with targeted
audiences identified.

•

Pursued numerous grant funding opportunities including PACD mini-grants, DEP
Environmental Education grants and Growing Greener funding. Provided
additional training to District staff to develop staffing for additional grant writing
potential.

•

Reviewed the District Financial Plan to ascertain progress and identify priorities.

Contact Us
Pike County
Conservation District
556 Route 402
Hawley, PA 18428
Phone: 570-226-8220
pikecd@pikepa.org
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Board Meetings
Monthly on the third
Monday, at 9:00 am,
at the Conservation
District.*
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(*Unless otherwise
advertised).

The public is welcome.
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