
  

2019 ANNUAL REPORT 

From the Chairman 
Looking forward to the next decade in 
conservation 
 

Pike County Conservation District’s mission is to ensure the long-
term protection and sustainable use of the county’s natural 
resources. Guiding us in this mission is the Pike County 
Conservation District’s (PCCD) Strategic Plan, created by the board 
and staff of the PCCD with input from the community, every five 
years. In 2019, the board reached out to stakeholders, officials, 
cooperators, and residents seeking input on the critical conservation 
issues facing Pike County. The survey collected data on the top 
environmental concerns, target audiences, and services the 
community thinks PCCD should be providing.  

As we develop our new strategic plan in the beginning of 2020, the 
input collected in 2019 will bring a clear direction to PCCD’s work 
for the next five years. The plan will incorporate the survey results 
into goals, objectives, and an annual action plan. The board will use 
the strategic plan to direct their policy decisions and the staff will 
use it as guidance in programming and conservation efforts. We 
would like to thank everyone who participated in the survey, your 
input is invaluable.  

Professional Staff 

I am thankful for the wonderful staff we have at the District and 
would like to take this opportunity to recognize them. The work 
detailed in the Annual Report would not be possible without their 
professionalism, expertise, and dedication.  

Executive Director Michele Long began with the District in 2003 as a 
Secretary. Over the years, Michele has moved “up the ranks” and in 
2018 assumed the role of Executive Director. In addition to her 
duties locally, Michele is on the Leadership Development 
Committee for the State Conservation Commission and sits on the 
Pennsylvania Association of Conservation Districts Legislative 
Committee.  

Senior Resource Conservationist Ellen Enslin celebrated her 16th 
year with the District in 2019. Program Assistant Kelly Rodemich 
has been part of the team since 2011. Resource Conservationist 
Marianna Quartararo has been with us since 2012. Administrative 
Manager Chris Ingulli has been with the District since 2015 and runs 
the day to day operations of the District as well as administering the 
Dirt, Gravel and Low Volume Road program. Resource 
Conservationist Jeremy Oettinger joined the District in 2018. Just 
this year, we were joined by Rachel Posavetz as our new 
Watershed Specialist and Devan George as Communications 
Coordinator. 

Leadership   Education   Technical Assistance   Planning 

Continues on page 2... 



2 

The staff we have assembled at the district is a highly skilled, knowledgeable, collaborative, and driven team. 

They are the boots-on-the-ground of the conservation district, and I am proud of the work they do. I look forward 

to working with all of them as we continue to help protect the natural resources of Pike County.  

Board of Directors 

The PCCD is guided by a dedicated and engaged volunteer Board of Directors. Director’s are nominated by one 

of several nominating organizations and subsequently appointed by the Pike County Commissioners. In addition 

to myself, the Board consists of the following people (and the year they joined the board): 

John Milliken, Vice-Chair - Public Director (2012)   

Ron Schmalzle - Commissioner Director (2018) 

Mike Spencer - Public Director (2018)    

Ken Coutts - Farmer Director (2018) 

Jay Morrow, Treasurer - Public Director (2019)   

Kelly Stagen – Public Director (2014) 

Our Associate Directors are: 

Carole Linkiewicz (2009), Paul Ranello (2016), JoAnn Rose 
(2018) 

Special Recognition 

After 20 years of exceptional service as a Member of the 

Board of Directors, Bob Engvaldsen stepped down as an 

Associate Director at the end of 2019. Over the years, Bob 

has held the offices of Board Chairman, Vice Chairman, 

Treasurer, and as an Associate Director. His leadership, guidance and 

critical thinking skills helped shape the future of the Pike County 

Conservation District. Our Board, and the residents of Pike County, have 

gained greatly from his volunteerism. 

We will miss you Bob! 

Finally, I would like to take this 

opportunity to say how grateful I am  

to serve Pike County with such an 

excellent Staff Team and volunteer 

Board of Directors.  

Scott F. Savini 

Board Chairman 

Pike County Conservation District 

Staff 
Michele Long, Executive Director 

Chris Ingulli, Administrative Manager 

Kelly Rodemich, Program Assistant 

Ellen Enslin, CPESC, Senior Resource Conservationist 

Marianna Quartararo, Resource Conservationist 

Jeremy Oettinger, Resource Conservationist 

Rachel Posavetz, Watershed Specialist 

Devan George, Communications Coordinator 

Commissioners 
Matthew Osterberg, Chairman 

Ron Schmalzle, Vice Chairman 

Steve Guccini 

 

Bob Engvaldsen (above) volunteering 
with a class of students and (below) with 
his wife, Gail 

District Staff: back row: (left to right) Chris Ingulli, Kelly Rodemich, 
Ellen Enslin, Michele Long and Marianna Quartararo. Front Row: 
Devan George, Rachel Posavetz and Jeremy Oettinger 
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Board of Directors Updates 

Jay Morrow was sworn in as public 

director on January 22, 2019. Jay has an 

extensive background in finance, having 

spent 37 years in the Actuarial 

Department of AIG. He has spent time 

volunteering for several local 

environmental organizations prior to 

joining the board of PCCD. 

Mike Spencer was sworn in as public 

director on July 15, at the PCCD Board 

Meeting. Mike is the co-owner and chief 

operations officer for Concession 

Solutions, LLC and Woodland Crossing, 

LLC in Lord’s Valley. He has over 30 

years experience in sales, marketing, 

advertising, and operations. Along with 

PCCD, Mike sits on the Board of 

Directors for the Pike County Economic 

Development Authority and the 

Wallenpaupack Area School Board.  

Staff Updates 

Rachel Posavetz, left, joined the District staff in  

January 2019, as the Watershed Specialist. Rachel 

holds a B.S. in Zoology from Michigan State 

University, focusing on Aquatic Ecology and Natural 

Resource Management. She has worked for New 

Jersey DEP and Americorps, as a Watershed 

Ambassabor. 

 

Devan George, center, joined the District staff in 

September as the Communications Coordinator. She 

is a graduate of Honesdale High School. She holds a  

B.S. degree in Environmental Conservation and  

Sustainability from University of New Hampshire and 

a M.S. in Entomology from University of Delaware. 

She has worked for USDA, Cornell University, and 

Dow Agroscience. 

 

Anton Adams, right, joined the District team in 

May, as a summer intern. Anton was a rising senior 

at East Stroudsburg University earning a B.A. in  

Environmental Studies with a minor in Geography.  

(Left) Commissioner Ron Schmalzle swears in Jay Morrow. 
(Right) Commissioner Ron Schmalzle and Mike Spencer.  
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Erosion and Sedimentation Control  

Pike County Conservation District continued to work with the PA Department of  
Environmental Protection (DEP) throughout 2019 to implement state resource  
conservation programs delegated to the District by DEP within Pike County.   
 

The District carries out responsibilities for two separate but related state programs - Waterways Management 
(Chapter 105) and Erosion and Sediment Control (Chapter 102). Both of these programs are state  
regulations under PA Code, Title 25: Environmental Protection.  
 
The Erosion and Sediment Control Program  
applies to land developments and other activi-
ties which disturb the earth. Those planning to 
conduct earth disturbance activities are re-
quired to develop and implement an erosion 
and sediment (E&S) control plan which effec-
tively minimizes the potential for sediment run-
off from the disturbed site. E&S Plans are re-
viewed by District technical staff to be sure the 
plan addresses E&S controls and best man-
agement practices (BMPs) are compliant with 
state requirements. 
 
In addition to plan reviews, District staff con-
duct site inspections to assure that BMPs iden-
tified in the plans are installed on the project 
site. The District also has the responsibility for 
responding to complaints regarding earth mov-
ing activities in Pike County on behalf of the 
Department of Environmental Protection.  
 
In 2019, District technical staff attended several webinars and listening sessions hosted by DEP staff. These 
sessions focused on suggested and proposed improvements to state permitting programs and Standard  
Operating Procedures, policies and guidance for these programs. In addition, technical staff began utilizing 
Pennsylvania’s Clean Water Academy, DEP’s new training platform.  

State Route 2001, Section 402 (left) and State Route 84, Section 450 topsoil stripping (right) 

State Route 84, 449 Rattlesnake Bridge 
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 Aikolai USA One, Lot 4 

 Blue Heron Woods  

    Residential Subdivision  

 Bushkill Falls Parking Lot  

    Improvements 

 Delaware Plaza 

 Delaware Valley School  

    District projects   

 Dingman Township Bridge  

    Preserve 

 Several Dollar General stores 

 Fawn Lake Main  

    Replacement  

 Interstate 84 Re-Construction 

(Sections 449, 450 and 494) 

 Lehman’s Pointe Subdivision  

 Lehman Township Spoils Site  

 PPL-Blooming Grove-  

    Honesdale Rebuild 

 PennDOT Maintenance  

    Garage 

 Pocono Ranchlands-Minks   

    Pond Road 

 Pond Eddy Bridge  

   Replacement 

 Quarry Heights at Parkers  

 Glen Subdivision  

 Raymondskill Creek Estates 

 Rivers Edge Residential  

     Subdivision 

 Sandyston Building  

 State Route 739 Shoulder  

 Widening 

 State Route 2001, Section  

    402 widening 

 Tennessee Gas Orion  

    Pipeline 

 Tri-State RV Park  

 Walker Lake Verizon  

    Wireless 

 Westfall Senior Center 

 

and numerous other projects 

throughout Pike County. 

 

Please see Delegated Program 

Stats, at right, for more details. 

State Route 2001, Section 402, work near stream 

State Route 84 construction,  
Section 449. 

Large Projects 
To protect and conserve Pike County’s natural resources and to be 
sure conservation best practices are being implemented and 
maintained, District technical staff continued to work with 
landowners/applicants and their engineers on several large projects 
in Pike County including: 

2019 Delegated        
Program Stats 

 
E&S Control and NPDES  
Chapter 102 
 
Technical Assistance 

 Provided - 609 

Initial Plan Reviews - 23 

Follow-up Plan Reviews- 8 

Site Inspections - 194 

Project Acres - 843 

Total Acres Disturbed - 55 

Complaints Investigated - 27 

Individual/General Permits 

Processed - 9 

Combined Staff Hours - 5606 

 

Waterways Management  
Chapter 105 
 
Technical Assistance 

 Provided - 159 

Permit Acknowledgments - 9 

Complaints Investigated - 17 

New Site Inspections - 6 

Total Inspections - 6 

Combined Staff Hours - 2000 
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Glen Eyre Road, Lackawaxen Township, before 

The focus of the Dirt, Gravel and Low  
Volume (DGLVR) Road Maintenance  
Program is promotion of Environmentally 
Sensitive Road Maintenance Practices  
that reduce the impact of road runoff and  
sediment to local streams while reducing 
long-term road maintenance costs.  

In 2019, the District awarded one grant for a Low  
Volume Road project in Shohola Township and  
completed several projects, awarded in 2018, that 
had been delayed due to weather.  

Lackawaxen Township was able to complete two  
projects in 2019. Glen Eyre road transects a wetland 
and would frequently flood during stormwater events.   
In order to eliminate road flooding issues and 
minimize road sediment pollution into the surrounding 
wetlands, the road was raised more than one foot 
using large stone, which creates a permeable base, 
and 15 culvert pipes were added. During smaller 
stormwater events, water can pass through the base 
of the road and when precipitation is heavy the pipes 
convey any excess flows through the road profile 
without damaging or flooding the road.  

Williams Road also had several drainage issues 
resulting in saturated ditches, unstable road base, 
and erosion of the road surface.  Several best 
management practices were implemented to manage 
stormwater including the installation of an underdrain, 
replacement of damaged or undersized culvert pipes, 
and by adding culvert pipes in new locations.  

 

Shohola Township was able to complete a Dirt 
and Gravel Road Project on Parkers Glen Road.   
Improvements made to this section of road include  
culvert pipe replacements and additions, installation 
of underdrains, filling the road profile, and 
establishing properly sized and stabilized ditches. 
Driving Surface Aggregate (DSA) was used as the 
road surface material. DSA was developed by Penn 
State’s Center for Dirt and Gravel Road Studies, DSA 
is a mixture of crushed stone developed specifically 
as a surface wearing course for unpaved roads.  

Shohola Township was also awarded a grant for a 
Low Volume Road project on Old Shohola Road.  
This section of road is located at the lowest point of 
the surrounding topography resulting in frequent 
flooding during stormwater events.  At times, the 
depth of standing water on the road would exceed 
one foot, resulting in dangerous driving conditions 
and significant damage to asphalt driving surface. In 
order to fix the flooding issues, the Low Volume Road 
project includes raising the road profile, establishing a 
ditch, and installing pipe to carry water from the ditch 
to an existing inlet structure.  Work for this project 
began in November of 2019 and will be completed in 
Spring of 2020. 

Program Information 

District staff and Board members work with  
representatives from PA Fish and Boat Commission 
and the Natural Resource Conservation Service to 
implement this program. Both organizations sit on 
Pike County’s Quality Assurance Board. This board 
prioritizes submitted DGLVR applications and funds 
projects.  

Dirt, Gravel and Low Volume Roads Program 

Glen Eyre Road, Lackawaxen Township, after  

Apply for Funds 
The District is currently accepting applications for future Dirt, Gravel, and Low Volume Road Projects.  Any state or 

local public entity that owns and maintains public roads is eligible to apply for Program funding.  If you have 
questions regarding the Program or whether or not your road would be eligible for funding, please contact the 

District for assistance.  
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Waterways Management 

The Pike County Conservation District works with the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) to 
provide technical assistance and oversight to residents and businesses that are planning to complete work 
in and around waterways.  

Activities that change the current cross section of a stream or waterway or that encroach into the floodway 
of a water body can impact aquatic life, habitats adjacent to water bodies, or cause flooding resulting in 
property damage. Planning for properly addressing and minimizing these potential impacts is important 
whenever work in and around streams 
and waterways is proposed. 

The District handles Chapter 105 
(Waterways Management) General 
Permits, which authorize certain types of 
work in and along waterways including: 
Fish Habitat Enhancement; Small Docks 
& Boat Ramps; Bank Stabilization; Utility 
Line or Minor Road or Trail Crossings of 
streams or wetlands. Federal 
authorization is also acknowledged as a 
Non-Reporting Activity provided the 
proposed regulated activity complies with 
all terms, conditions, limits, best 
management practices, and processing 
procedures noted in PASPGP-5 and all 
applicable PADEP Chapter 105 General 
Permits. Non-Reporting Activities do not 
require further review by the Army Corp of 
Engineers. 

Peck’s Pond. Applications for Chapter 105 (Waterways 
Management) General Permits are now accepted through DEP’s 
ePermitting system. 

 

ePermitting 
DEP launched ePermitting for 

Chapter 105 Wetland and 

Waterway Obstruction and  

Encroachment General Permits 

to make application submittal 

and review more efficient and to 

enable faster responses to 

applicants.   

The District website  

contains links to DEP 

ePermitting resources to assist 

applicants with completing and 

submitting their General Permit 

registration forms.  

Bridge construction in Lackawaxen Township, Case 
Road, over Masthope Creek 
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Devan George, Communications Coordinator and podcast host (left) interviewing El-
len Enslin, Senior Resource Conservationist (right) for the third episode of The Con-
servation Cast, “Getting to Know the Water in your Watershed.” 

The Conservation Cast 
Pike County Conservation District received a DEP 

Environmental Education Grant of $3,000 to produce a 

podcast for the residents of Pike County.  

Wallenpaupack Area Middle 

School students (above) gave an 

engaging presentation about their 

bat house project to the District 

Board of Directors in June 2019.  

The project was funded by a 2018 

Environmental Education Grant 

awarded by the District. Two 

student projects each received 

$500 Environmental Education 

Grants. 

Wallenpaupack Area Middle 

School —  Eighth grade math 

students from Wallenpaupack Area 

presented the results of their 

recent bat house project, as a way 

to help control the mosquito 

population. The students chose to 

construct bat houses, since a bat 

can eat up to 8,000 mosquitoes in 

one night. They presented their 

project for the Board of Directors in 

May 2019. 

Delaware Valley Elementary 

School — Funds helped to  

purchase a hydroponic system and 

sprouting maple seedlings, making 

observations and collecting data.  

They planted the seedlings 

outdoors at the school. They 

presented their project for the 

Board of Directors in June 2019. 

Supporting Local 

Students 

The majority of Pike County 

homeowners are commuters living 

within private community associations. 

They spend, individually, about 90 

minutes each workday in a car or on 

public transportation, according to 

Pike’s Economic Development 

Authority.  

To address this audience, the District 

received a $3,000 Department of 

Environmental Protection Environmental 

Education mini-grant, to develop a 

podcast. Podcasts are digital audio files 

that can be shared and downloaded 

easily for listening while traveling.  

The grant covered the cost of 

purchasing podcasting equipment, 

including microphones, mixing board 

and headphones.  

The District’s podcast builds on survey 

work and educational programming 

events conducted in 2018 with this 

same audience. The subjects cover 

issues such as groundwater and private 

wells, maintaining on-lot septic systems, 

and how backyard storm water Best 

Management Practices can foster 

climate resiliency and reduce erosion 

and sedimentation. 

In the fall of 2019, District 

communications coordinator Devan 

George, scripted, scheduled and 

recorded the first podcasts. These first 

episodes were released January 1, 

2020, on the District website, 

newsletter, and on iTunes.  

The District is going to continue 

recording episodes about programs and 

work done by the district throughout the 

year. In future episodes, conservation 

partners in Wayne and Pike County will 

be coming in to record episodes on 

conservation and environmental work in 

the area. 

Visit the Education tab on the 

District’s website for more 

information 

about The 

Conservation 

Cast. 
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The District has been monitoring the health of Pike County’s streams since 

the late 1980s. Annual aquatic macroinvertebrate and fish surveys, along with 

assessments of habitat and water chemistry are completed throughout the 

county. A diverse community of macroinvertebrates and fish, especially  

pollution-sensitive types, in a stream generally indicate good water quality.  

Thirteen stream sites were sampled for aquatic macroinvertebrates (insects, 

shellfish, etc.). Sites were sampled on Sawkill, Shohola, Wallenpaupack, East 

Branch Wallenpaupack, Dingmans, Dwarfskill, Walker Lake, Westcolang, 

Teedyuskung, Kleinhans, and Little Bushkill Creeks, as well as two sites on 

Lackawaxen River. In total, 77 types of macroinvertebrates were collected 

and all sites received good biotic integrity scores.  

Fish populations were assessed at seven 

streams sites: Big Bushkill, Little Bushkill, 

Wallenpaupack, East Branch 

Wallenpaupack, and Sawkill Creeks, as 

well as two sites on Vandermark Creek. In 

total, 450 individuals were collected and 

fifteen fish species were identified. Brown 

and brook trout, which are fish that require 

clean, cold water, were found in five of the 

seven streams. Trout reproduction was 

evident by the presence of young-of-year (YOY) fish at Wallenpaupack, 

Sawkill, and both Vandermark Creek sites. All fish appeared healthy. 

All stream sites visited in 2019 yielded normal values for water chemistry and 

habitat quality. Notably, habitat assessment scores were well within PADEP 

standards for “Optimal” or the highest quality rating possible. The abundance 

of forested riparian zones is the main factor contributing to healthy habitat, 

and therefore supporting stream quality. 

A special thanks to board members that assisted in stream sampling, and to 

participating landowners. This program is successful with your support!  

District Staff Rachel Posavetz and Krista Gromalski, LWWMD Ex-
ecutive Director Nick Spinelli, and PCCD Board Member Paul 
Ranello sampling macroinvertebrates at Kleinhans Creek 

Groundwater     
Assessment 

Surface Water Monitoring 

Brook Trout 

The District, in partnership with 

the US Geological Survey 

(USGS), completed the tenth 

year of an on-going 

groundwater level monitoring 

study. The District measured 

groundwater levels monthly at 

twenty-one well locations in 

different geologic formations 

throughout the county. 

Raymondskill and Dingmans 

Creeks were identified as 

priority watersheds. 

Data and summary statistics 

such as well depth, most recent 

well level measurement, and a 

short description of the local 

aquifer are available on the 

USGS website. Tables and 

graphs of historical data for 

each well site are also available: 

groundwaterwatch.usgs.gov/

countymap.asp?

sa=PA&cc=103 

Data is being used to determine 

average depth to groundwater, 

annual fluctuation in water 

levels, and variable climactic 

fluctuations especially in periods 

when conditions may be dry and 

water table levels may be of 

concern. 

All of Pike County’s streams 
are designated as either HQ 
(High Quality) or EV 
(Exceptional Value); good to 
excellent quality. 
 
Monitoring provides a 
baseline of stream health and 
serves as a reference point 
for potential changes in water 
quality. 
  
View the District’s official 
water quality report at: 
  
PikeConservation.org 
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Envirothon 2019 

The Bad Birches of Wallenpaupack Area High School placed 1st in the 2019  
Pike/Wayne Envirothon. Pictured at the awards ceremony are, from left to right:  
Wayne County Commissioners Wendell Kay and Joseph Adams, and Pike County 
Commissioners Ronald Schmalzle and Steve Guccini with the winning team 

Sponsors 
Each year Pike and Wayne 

Conservation Districts seek 

financial contributions to 

support Envirothon. 2019 

sponsors included:  

Alice’s Wonderland 

Brookfield Renewable 

Creamworks Creamery 

Davis R. Chant Realtors 

Dirlam Bros. Lumber 

Company 

Dutch's Market 

Dyberry Sand & Gravel Co. 

Elegante’s Restaurant & 

Pizzeria 

The Hideout Property 

Owner’s Association 

Honesdale Farm & Garden 

Nature’s Grace Health Foods 

New Wave, Inc. 

Northern Tier Hardwood 

Association 

Pennsylvania Trappers 

Association District 9 

Professional Forest Industry 

Association 

REMAX/Wayne 

Wallenpaupack Veterinary 

Clinic 

Woodloch Pines Resort 

Additional funding was 

provided by the Pennsylvania 

Envirothon Inc. through its 

education grant with the 

Pennsylvania Department of 

Environmental Protection 

Environmental Education 

Fund. 

 

The Bad Birches from Wallenpaupack Area High School 

were the overall winners of the 2019 Pike/Wayne Enviro-

thon held Thursday, April 25 at the Wallenpaupack Envi-

ronmental Learning Center in Hawley. Second place went 

to The Beefcakes from Honesdale High School. 

Both teams competed at the State  
Envirothon event at Susquehanna  
University and Camp Mount Luther. 

Envirothon is a one-day educational 
competition designed to test the 
knowledge, skills and problem 
solving capabilities of high school 
students regarding our earth’s 
natural resources. The 2019 local 
event, coordinated by the Pike and 
Wayne County Conservation 
Districts, included teams from 
Canaan Christian Academy, 
Honesdale, and Western Wayne 
high schools in Wayne County; and  
Delaware Valley and 
Wallenpaupack high schools, in 
Pike County. 

Each five-member team competed 
by applying their knowledge and 
problem-solving skills in subject 
areas that included: Aquatic 
Ecology, Forestry, Soils/Land Use, 
Wildlife, and a Current Issue which 

was “Agriculture and the 
Environment: Knowledge and 
Technology to Feed the World.” 

The Pike/Wayne Envirothon and 
Pennsylvania Envirothon partner 
with the U.S.D.A. Natural Resources 
Conservation Service, Pennsylvania 
Fish and Boat Commission, 
Pennsylvania Game Commission, 
Pennsylvania Department of 
Conservation and Natural Resource 
Bureaus of Forestry and State 
Parks, the Pennsylvania 
Department of Environmental 
Protection, the Pennsylvania 
Department of Agriculture, and the 
Pennsylvania Department of 
Education to bring this competition 
to students each year.  

These committed partners provide 
educational reference materials for 
high school teams as well as 
technical expertise, knowledge, and 
manpower at the event.  
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Throughout the year, Pike County Conservation District 

hosted educational events for a variety of audiences. 

Thank You! 
Nominating organizations 

recommend individuals as 

Directors or Associate Directors  

of the Conservation District. 

We thank all of our nominating 

organizations who participate in 

this important process! 

Throughout 2019, outreach was 

directed toward our 11 

nominating organizations 

through correspondence, 

phone calls and presentations. 

For more information on 

nominating organizations, 

please contact the District: 

570-226-8220 or 

pikecd@pikepa.org 

Nominating  

Organizations 

Delaware Highlands 
Conservancy 

Gifford Pinchot Audubon 
Society 

Hemlock Farms 
Conservancy 

Milford Garden Club 
 

Northeast PA Audubon 
Society 

Pike County Penn State 
Extension 

Wayne/Pike Building  
Industry Association 

Pike County Planning 
Commission 

Pike County Federation of 
Sportsmen’s Clubs 

Pike/Wayne Chapter Trout 
Unlimited 

Wayne/Pike Farm Bureau 

Educational Opportunities 

Executive Director, Michele Long, Administrative Manager, Chris Ingulli, and 
Senior Resource Conservationist, Ellen Enslin with the attendees of the 
municipal lunch and learn series. Topics covered were the Dirt, Gravel, and 
Low Volume Road Program, Chapter 102 and 105, and educational 
opportunities for municipalities. 

 In February, the District partnered 

with Monroe Conservation District 

to present a two-day offering of 

Design and Build Workshops at 

the Northampton Community 

College Monroe Campus for 

engineers and contractors.  

 In March, Michele Long spoke at 

the Pocono Environmental 

Education Center’s “Angling and 

Hunting for Conservation 

Luncheon”. Long spoke about 

Managing Your Woodlands.  

 In April, the PCCD staff and board 

members (pictured below) 

participated in an event open to 

the public, “Adopt-a-Highway 

Clean Up” on Route 402, as part 

of the Great American Clean-up of 

Pennsylvania. 

 In May, the District hosted a  

“Lunch and Learn Series” for 

municipal leaders. Staff provided 

updates on the District’s activities 

and discussion about ways PCCD 

can better serve the  

community and the municipalities. 

The luncheon took place at the 

Pike County training center, in 

Lords Valley. 

 In August, the District held a 

“Breakfast for Nominating  

Organizations” (listed right) to  

update them on the actions and 

priorities of the District.  

 In October, the District held a  

Road Maintenance Workshop  

at the Palmyra Township Building 

for municipal and community 

association staff and officials. 

Wade Brown of the Penn State 

Center for Dirt and Gravel Road 

Studies discussed Stormwater 

Best Management Practices and 

Robert Peda of PennDOT Local 

Technical Assistance Program 

discussed Winter Maintenance. 

mailto:scorrigan@pikepa.org
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The Pike/Wayne Conservation Partnership is 

an alliance of government, non-government, 

non-profit and grass roots organizations. 

Since 2004, it has worked in unison with 

shared goals of natural resource 

conservation, sustainable communities and 

citizen involvement in community planning. 

The Partnership meets regularly to discuss and share information on important environmental issues 

that impact our natural resources. This collaboration has helped members to develop a better 

understanding of each other’s roles in protecting and preserving the natural resources within the 

region. The District highlighted the Dirt, Gravel and Low Volume Road program and the Surface Water 

monitoring program. District staff from both Pike and Wayne County Conservation District’s discussed 

the Chapter 102 permitting process with legislators including the review and issuance of these 

permits. Representatives from the DEP Northeast Regional office section of Waterways & Wetlands 

Environmental Program Managers Bob Jevin, P.E. and Pam Kania, P.E. were also in attendance to 

answer questions and provide guidance.  

 

PCCD on Capitol Hill 

In March, Kelly Stagen, Pennsylvania Association of Conservation 

Districts Secretary, North East Region Director and Pike County 

Conservation District Board Director attended the National Association 

of Conservation District’s (NACD) 2019 Spring Fly-In. This is an event 

that gives district representatives the opportunity to educate their 

federal representatives about and advocate for voluntary, locally-led 

conservation. 

The topics discussed this year were the value  of Farm Bill 

conservation programs, strong conservation funding, and conservation 

technical assistance. “Meeting with Pennsylvania’s leaders on Capitol 

Hill was a great opportunity to stress the importance of conservation 

district work in our local communities,” said Stagen.  
Adam Tarr, Legislative Assistant for Senator 

Bob Casey poses with Kelly Stagen,  

Legislative Breakfast 
The Pike/Wayne Conservation 

Partnership hosted its annual 

Legislative Breakfast in April at the 

Wayne County Historical Society. The 

event is an opportunity to meet with 

state and federal elected officials about 

conservation issues and their fiscal 

importance to our region. 

Several members of the Pike/Wayne Conservation 
Partnership, from left to right: Pike County 
Commissioner Ron Schmalzle, Pike County 
Conservation District Board Member Kelly Stagen, 
Wayne County Commissioner Brian Smith, Pike 
County Conservation District Executive Director 
Michele Long, Pike County Commissioner Matthew 
Osterberg, Pike County Commissioner Steve 
Guccini, and Wayne County Commissioner Joe 
Adams. 
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Contact Us 

Pike County 

Conservation District 

556 Route 402 

Hawley, PA 18428 

Phone: 570-226-8220 

Fax: 570-226-8222 

pikecd@pikepa.org 

Board Meetings 

Monthly on the third  

Monday, at 9:00 am,  

at the Conservation       

District. 

(Unless otherwise adver-

tised).  

The public is welcome.  

Follow PCCD on 
Social Media! 

Women in Science 
The District participated in the annual 

Women in Science event presented by 

Wayne Pike Workforce Alliance and 

Lacawac Sanctuary. District employees 

Kelly Rodemich, Marianna Quartararo, 

Michele Long, and Devan George, along 

with board member Kelly Stagen were in 

attendance. They spoke to local high school 

girls about careers in environmental science 

and conservation, and the education 

required for this field. 

Marianna Quartararo, Kelly Stagen and Devan George at the 
PCCD table at the Women in Science Breakfast at Woodloch 
Springs 

Legislative and Economic Development Outreach Highlights 

 The District Board contacted local legislators regarding a plan to potentially take the district line items 

from the DEP and PDA of the general budget. These funds were transferred to the Environmental 

Stewardship fund state budget line item.  

 The District Board sent a letter to Karl G. Brown of the State Conservation Commission providing our 

comments on the proposed Policy of Removal of a District Director.  

 District Executive Director, Michele Long and Communications Coordinator, Krista Gromalski attended 

a Pike County Economic Development Authority meeting to discuss the permitting process and some 

of the larger projects ongoing and proposed in the county.  

 District Executive Director Michele Long attended the Coffee with Congressman Cartwright event at his 

office to discuss the District and our functions. 

 www.pikeconservation.org 
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Community Association Series 
To help residents keep local lakes and ponds clean, PCCD hosted a three-part 

workshop series titled “How your Backyard Activities Affect Your Lake.” 

In 2018, PCCD took a survey of Pike County Residents. The answers 

showed Community Association’s wanted more information on how they 

can take better care of their lake communities.   

All of the workshops were held in the Dingman Township Fire Hall and 

were offered free of charge. The first program was held in March. The 

topic was “Ways to Help Your Lake Stay Healthy,” led by Watershed 

Specialist Rachel Posavetz, who discussed affects our individual actions 

contribute to local water quality. Senior Resource Conservationist Ellen 

Enslin then explained the District permitting technical assistance  

opportunities the District can provide.  

The second workshop, “Homeowner Tips to Protect Clean Water,” was 

held in June. Watershed Specialist Rachel Posavetz and Resource 

Conservationist Marianna Quartararo discussed topics including; how to 

manage invasive plants; landscaping for a healthy environment including 

the proper use of pesticides, insecticides and fertilizers; attracting 

pollinators; using rain barrels and how to install a rain garden. 

The final workshop in the series was “Properly Maintaining Your On-Lot 

Septic System,” held in September. The discussion was led by guest 

speaker Brian Oram, of the Water Research Center and B. F. 

Environmental Consultants Inc. Oram discussed the basic functionality of 

an on-lot septic system and best practices to help prevent water pollution.   

Based on the positive responses collected at these workshops, there will be another series for community 

associations in 2020, in Lackawaxen Township. 

Watershed Specialist Rachel 
Posavetz with a rain barrel 
from “Homeowner Tips to 
Protect Clean Water”  

(Left) From left to right: PCCD Watershed Specialist, Rachel Posavetz, PCCD Senior Resource 
Conservationist, Ellen Enslin, Conashaugh Lakes Administrator, Jeanne Calabrese, Conashaugh 
Lakes Maintenance Foreman David Altemier, and PCCD Board Director Kelly Stagen. (right) 
Resource Conservationist, Marianna Quartararo, leads the discussion on rain barrels at 
“Homeowner Tips to Protect Clean Water.”  
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Black Bear Jazz Featured at Annual Dinner 

Nature has always inspired artists, and this year’s annual dinner highlighted the 

connection between music and nature. 

The Conservation District’s Annual Dinner 

featured a presentation and performance 

exploring how nature has influenced 

composers and musicians.  

The dinner, held in October, took place at the 

Lakeview Dining Room at Woodloch Pines 

Resort. The dinner celebrated the natural 

resources of Pike County, and the great 

conservation work completed by District 

partners, its Board of Directors, and staff. 

Dr. Ryan Weber presented “Art and Space, 

Art and Place: Creative Landscapes and 

Conservationism.” Weber is the Executive Director and Founder of the Black Bear Conservatory of Music, in 

Hawley, PA. He is also an Associate Professor of Musicology and Chair of the Department of Fine Arts at 

Misericordia University. 

After Dr. Weber’s presentation, The Black Bear Jazz Ensemble presented a performance inspired by nature. 
The ensemble was led by Dieter Winterle on saxophone, with Robert Wilson on bass and Vince Marrone on 
guitar.  

The Black Bear Jazz Ensemble left to right: Robert 
Wilson, Dieter Winterle and Vince Marrone 

Bioswale Unveiled at the District Office 

PACD Grant funds a new, non-point source 

pollution educational program and feature 

In 2018, the District received a Pennsylvania Association of 
Conservation District’s Non-point Source Pollution Grant to 

produce an educational sign for the bioswale located in front 
of the PCCD office.  

PCCD built a bioswale to aid in the filtering and infiltration of 
stormwater. In 2019, the PCCD staff added new plantings to 
the bioswale, refurbishing it and renewing it’s ability to 
absorb water into the soil and filter it. Then, the grant funds 
were used to purchase a sign that can educate visitors to the 

District on bioswales and non-point source pollution. The 
artwork on the sign was created by local artist, Dorene 
Warner and depicts the layers of soil and plant matter that 
constitute the bioswale. 

The sign and refurbished bioswale were revealed at the 
October PCCD board meeting, along with a brief 
presentation on non-point source pollution by Resource 

Conservationist, Marianna Quartararo. 

Sign explaining the bioswale and its 
importance 
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What is a 
Conservation 
District?  
The Pike County Conservation 

District is a legal subdivision of 

state government established 

under Pennsylvania’s 

Conservation District Law (Act 

217).  

The District is responsible for 

conservation work within the 

county’s boundaries. This 

includes conservation of soil, 

water and other natural 

resources. The District was 

established in 1956 by the 

Pike County Commissioners. 

The District has worked 

throughout its history to 

conserve soil, water and other 

natural resources.  

The District is governed by a 

volunteer Board of Directors. 

Members make policy 

decisions, plan programs, and 

coordinate efforts of other 

agencies in providing 

conservation assistance in 

Pike County. District staff 

expertise includes: natural 

resource conservation, 

watershed protection, grant 

writing, education, outreach, 

and program administration. 

Our Mission 
Pike County Conservation 

District is committed to natural 

resource conservation through 

leadership, education, 

technical assistance, planning, 

and enforcement to 

ensure the long-term 

protection and sustainable use 

of Pike County’s natural 

resources and implementation 

of environmentally sound 

development and land-use 

practices. 

2019 Strategic Plan Accomplishments  
The Pike County Conservation District Board of Directors, at its January 2019 

meeting, adopted the 2019 Action Plan, in line with the following six (6) long-range 

goals outlined in the District’s 2015 Strategic Plan, which incorporates input  

received from Pike County residents and District stakeholders in their evaluation 

of the critical natural resource issues of Pike County. 

NATURAL RESOURCE CONSERVATION - Provide advocacy 

for Pike County’s natural resource assets – protecting sensitive 

natural environments, conserving the quality and quantity of soil 

and groundwater resources and Pike County’s special protection 

surface water resources. 

RESOURCE STEWARDSHIP - Encourage and build 

stewardship with all audiences for Pike County’s land, water and 

natural resources through proactive public outreach, education, and 

technical assistance. 

LAND USE MANAGEMENT AND CONSERVATION - Provide 

leadership promoting conservation of natural resources through 

implementation of best management practices for land use and 

sustainable development in accord with the integrity of our natural 

resource base. 

CONSERVATION EDUCATION AND COMMUNITY 

OUTREACH - Expand conservation outreach and education 

integrating it as a component of all of the District’s conservation 

programs to achieve more effective implementation of these 

programs and to improve communication of the District’s important 

role in the conservation of Pike County natural resources.  

PARTNERSHIPS, COMMUNICATION, NETWORKING, AND 

AGENCY RELATIONSHIPS - Establish, nurture and build 

partnerships and a communication network that provides 

opportunities for broadening/expanding our outreach and increasing 

the success of achieving our conservation mission. 

GOVERNANCE and MANAGEMENT, FINANCIAL 

SUPPORT and INFRASTRUCTURE - Support the District’s 

Mission through responsible governance and financial management 

and through provision of adequate staff/management capacity and 

infrastructure resources. 

The District received a grant from the State Conservation Commission’s 

Leadership Development program to update our current strategic plan.  

A public survey was distributed in late 2019 asking what environmental 

issues are most important to the community. This feedback will be an 

integral part of developing a new strategic plan to be released in May of 

2020. 


